This article in the Bulgarian publication “Informatica” begins with the statement that “our future society will be different from what we have known in the past fifty years”, setting the tone and content for the entire paper.  A summary of the views of various futurists is given, including those of Gleick, Bloom, and Tapscott as two who may be familiar to readers of Computing Reviews.  Blooms taxonomy of cognitive skills is summarized quickly.  This is followed by the authors attempt to define his new term “melioration” and his justification of the importance of it as a theoretical precept and as a learning taxonomy.

That this paper could be published in an informatics journal is a mystery.  There is no technical discussion of information technology.  More importantly, the “futurists” summarized are those who have written the least from an IT or a CS base.  The author seems unaware of those in the field who write on these or related issues in the social implications of technology [1,2,3,4,5,6].  One wonders about pre publication reviewing (or lack thereof).

The relevance of the Bloom taxonomy to IT is scarcely justified in the paper.  And most to the point, no analysis or data collection to verify the supposed connections to IT are offerred.  We just get statements that since futurists consider “meta-cognitive” skills to be important, they are!  A typical statement is that “it is evident from the literature we have examined”.

Then there is the wonderfully constructed verb “melioration”, created by the author as containing the new cognitive “future thinking skills” which will be needed to master the information technologies of the future.  “Although the category could be a compposition of several skills, it seemed to us that we should set it separately”.  This even though “at this point of time, we cannot predict with any certainty, what will be the hierarchy of skills that our graduates will be asked to master”.  And how will we know if the authors valuable approach is useful?  Here it is stated:  “to prepare our childrren for the many challenges which will confront them in the future at every turn.  This is the only way in which the correctness of this approach will be measured”.

Everything clear?
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